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The PR EF AGE: 
HEN I ſat my ſelf to compoſe this Sermon, which was 
done in ſome Haſt, I had no other Deſign, than to predch 
it to my Auditory, and ſo lay it by, But the kind Reception that 
it generally met with from the Pulpit, and the Requeſt of many 
of my Friends afterwards to print it, did alter my firſt Intentions, 
to venture it plain and unattir'd, as it , to the World, The 
Subje# of this Sermon in its own Nature, could not admit of any 
other Dreſs, hut what ® ſcriptural and grave, and in ſome Senſe - 
nereeable to the Solemmity of the Dodrines contain'd in it. But 
TG ſbort I have fallen of this, as I am very ſenſible I have, 
yet the Soundneſs and Sincerity of theſe Doctrines, back'd and 
authoria'd by the holy Scriptures; and that, 1 preſume, I can 
fland to, may ſerve at lenſt to ſhew the Honeſty of my Meaning, 
if not plead for my Inability in handling them. 

The divine Origin and Office of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, iu a 
noble and important Subject, full of Iuſtructions to ous ſelves, 
ond Uſefulneſs to our Flocks; but ſtill when I conſider how un- 
mmſwerably it has been already prov'd, how copiouſly main- 
tam'd, and how learnedly defended in many of the celebrated 
Tracts and Sermons of our modern Divines, I am at a Loſs for an 3 
Apology for my ſelf, why I ſhould offer at (having neither Aut ho- 
rity or Ability for) Things of this Nature. IT therefore ſubmit 
theſe little Eſſays, with all Humiiity and Reverence, to my Su- 
periors, to ſtand either exc'd by their Candor, or corrected by 
their Judgments, 5 1 | | - 

I firruld not indeed have attempted on this Argument, had it not 
teen highly ſcaſonable for the Place I preach'd it in- A Place. 
wherein it has been my hard Hap to he puniſbd for my Duties, 
and hated for my Office ; no other Crime being laid againſt me, 
(that ever I yet heard of) but that I have conſcientiouſly dif= 
charg*d my high Calling, and liv'd up to, and taught the Belief of 
my Soul, and the Principles of my Education. Theſe indeed were 
accounted Crimes of an heinous Nature ſome while ago, when if 
was alſo my Lot to ſtand accus'd of the ſame high Crimes by the 
Viftors of the College that I left ; who being Diſſenters, and one 
of them moſt remarkably rigid, (1 might have ſaid black and cruet - 
indeed) ſingl'd me out for a Sacrifice. Accordingly, and by Or- 
der, it was reported by a ſtupid, tho? wealthy Perſon, that was a 
conſtant Hearer of me, that I had preach g Sedition and Tylicy. _ 
Upon this I was ſent for by the Viſitors, and bid to depart my 
Freehold, with all the Roughneſs and Inhumanity they could offer; 
4 tho? no Cauſe could be afſign'd againſt me, but that I had 
preach*d Sedition and Policy, (which, I ſuppoſe, were ſome Do- 
armes againſt 8chiſm, and for Obedience to Superiors) 1 wag 
made to defend an Ejedt nen. —_— ſent me, by an expenſive J 7 
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But there appearing no Title they had #0 eject me, the Ejeftmey 


RF 


fell to' the Ground. In the mean while, finding that jhey bad 


10 Claim againſt me, it was thought by them more prudent ( eſpe- 


PE 


 cially-2zs the Times began to alter apace) to quit all Preten- 
ons of Right and Title to my Freehold, and to ae me after 


Ano ber Sort ; and that was, (they being Diſpenſers of my Pyet 


$9 7 


and Salary) by ſtarving and oppreſing me. Accordingly I was 
flopt of my Salary, ty'd down to an hard Duty without any Pro- 
viſſon, and confin'd to a ſolitary Place, naked of Comfort and 


Company, (ſave ſuch as they eountenanc'd, and kept there on 
- Purpoſe to defame me.) Thu depriv'd of Food and Money, la- 


| bad not a greater Power than theirs frequenily ſtept in to aſiſt me. 
Tmruſt naturally have languiſi'd, and ſunk under the Burden of 
thoſe pitions Circumſtances, had not the divine Providence, I ſay, 


touring too under a great Duty, and. ſtript of all Manner of Con- 
Deniency, Iremain'd for almoſt a whole Jens together. | 
Such Meaſures as theſe tiken with me, they thought would 


Joon make me miſerable and contempti%le ; and fo they would, 


inter pos d to relieve me, by putting it into the Hearts of ſ;me 
neizhbouring Families and Gentlemen 10 ſuliſiſt me, while theſe 
Clouds were over paſt. 3 | 
' But I fear I have overſhit the Deſign of my Preface, which I 
Intended not to vindicate my ſelf, but to ſhew the Occaſion of thu 
Sermon. I declare that it is not any Apology or Vindication of 
my. ſelf, that I defign by this Preface ; nor would I here have 
mention'd n Tittle of theſe Things, but have bury'd them in e- 
ternal Silence, were I not brought under ſome Neceſity to do it, 
for the Sake of thoſe to whom thu Sermon ſhall come, that they 
may the better appre hend the Spirit, Senſe, and Application of it. 
I know very well how little. Good Apologeticks bave done thoſe 
who have ſuffer d wrongfully enough ; for how innocent ſoever 
their Life has been, if it is not join'd with Heighth of Station, 
eminent Learning, Courage, and Conſtancy, as bright as their In. 
nocency, and capable of refleting ſome Advantage to the Publick, 
the bare Repetitions of their Sufferings, tho never ſo unjuſ,, 
will look in the Eye of the World more like an Invective, than 


an Apology. 


This is Caveat enough for me, and therefore it made me flop 


ſhort in the recounting of 7 Troubles; for being ſo worthleſs 


and inſignificant a Perſon, I cannot pretend the leaſt Qual ißca- 
#ions for ſuch Priviledges, All that I intended by repeating 4 
ſmall Part of my unhappy Story, was only to ſhew' Strangers to 
it, the Occaſion of the following Sermon; which is no more 
than a ſhort Summary of thoſe Do#1ines that I have taught, 


. from Time to Time, and of thoſe Practices that I am bound to 


perform, and for both which, I am ſatisfy'd I have ſuffer'd, uo 
viſible Crime being alledg'd againſt me, nor by the Grace of God 


ever hall le, 
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the Lord, and our ſelves your Servants for 


Jeſus Sake. | 2 Cor. Chap. 4. Ver. 5. 


HESE Words of St. Paul were occaſion'd 
by the perfect Experience he had gain'd, 
in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, of the 
Manners, as alſo by that ſearching Infight 


that he had into the Minds, of Men; but more parti- 
cularly in the Genius of the Corinthians, a People co- 


vetous and deceitful. The Great Apoſtle had learn'd, 


from their Diſpoſition; that when once Men make. 


Shipwrack of Vertue, and offer up Conſcience as a 
Sacrifice to the World, it would beequally difficult 
as dangerous, either to convince their Underſtand- 
ing, or reform their Wills, The Miniſters of Chriſt 
might be never ſo honeſt in their Intentions, and 
ſincere in their Preachings, to bring them over to 
the cloſe Views of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs; yet 


he well knew, that their Endeavours ſhould be can- 


vaſs'd, and their Labours in the Goſpel ſcann'd by 


the Rule of thoſe. unhappy Principles they were to : 


reform. . c 
St. Paul, in the Words J have read to you, ſeems 
to be more than jealous of this evil -Humour; and 
therefore he adviſeth Timothy, Syluanus, and Lucas, 


his Miſhonaries at Corinth, to tell that unrighteous 
People of the Sincerity of their preaching, to let 
them know, that they had renounc'd the hidden 


Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craſtineſs, 
nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 


Manifeſtation of the Truth, commending our ſelves 


to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God, Ver. 2. 


And 
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And that if the preaching of the Goſpel had no 
Influence upon them, the Goſpel was not to be blam'd, 
but they themſelves, as impenitent Hearers; for if 


the Goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that are loft, Ver. 
3. That if the Light of the Goſpel was not ſeen, 
it was becauſe of their dark, and earthy, and grovel- 
ling Aﬀections, That the God of this World had ſo 
Blinded the Minds of them that believe not, Eft the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image 


of God, ſbould ſhine in upon them, Ver. 4. 


And laftly, That the Miniſters of God were not 


to be reflected upon, if, after all their Pains and 


Labour, Men will not heed, or elſe ſlander and miſ- 
repreſent their ſacred Performances. For we preach 


not our ſelves, but Feſus, &c. 


Which Words, I think, I may ſeaſonably draw 

out into theſe following Particulars: 
Firſt, That the Miniſters of Chriſt's Church, are 

by the Appointment of their divine Maſter Jeſus 


Chriſt. For we preach not our ſelves, but Feſus the 


Lord, &c. : 
Secondly, That we preach him under thoſe Rules 
and Branches of Duty, that he and his Apoſtles, 
by his Order and Inſpiration, have directed. 
Thirdly, That as long as we keep to theſe Duties, 
we cannot properly be ſaid to preach our ſelves. 

I ſhall handle theſe Particulars with as much 


Brevity as the Nature of them will allow me. 


And then I ſhall apply them firſt to your ſelves, 
(and becauſe it is the laſt Sermon I ſhall preach to 
you as your Miniſter) to my own particular Con- 
CErmment. . - = 

Butt before I enter upon theſe Heads, I muſt beg 
Leave, according to the Advice of our Apoſtle, to 
inform you of my Sincetity in this Doctrine; and 


therefore I muſt here intreat you to believe, that I 
Mall aſe no little Care to tell you the Truth upon 
theſe Heads, as I tender the Salvation of my own. 


and 
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and your Souls. This awful Place where the eter: | 


nal Majeſty of God reſides, raiſes in me no ſmall 
Regard to this, as well as the vaſt Importance of 


the Subject. 


Firſt then, I am to prove, that the Miniſters of 
Chriſt are by the Appointment of their divine Ma- 


ſter, becauſe we preach not our ſelves, but Feſus, &c. 


The holy Scriptures are full of Places that unex- 
ceptionably and clearly make out the Order, the 
Succeſſion, and Dignity of the Prieſthood : And be- 


_ cauſe they are ſo many, I ſhall ſele& ſuch a proper 
Number of them, as cannot, without the groſſeſt 


Miſapplication, be call'd in Queſtion. _ | 
And firſt, It muſt be granted, that our bleſſed 
Lord did ordain his twelve Apoſtles to preach the King- 

dom of Heaven, and to baptize all Nations, © 
And that after this, as you may ſee in the 1cth 
Chapter of St. Luke, he did inſtitute and appoint ſe- 
venty . Diſciples, as Labourers into bis Harveſt, ſending 
them by two aud two before him into every City, to pre- 


pare them for the Belief of bimſelf by working Mira- 


cles, and preaching to them, ſaying, The Kingdom 

of Heaven is come near unto you. 
Jo this Office you may obſerve our Saviour an- 

nexing very great and peculiar Priviledges: He in- 


velts them with an Exemption from bodily Labour, 


ſaying, The Work-man is wortby of his Hire; with a 
Power of abſulving Penitents, and cenſuring Offenders ; - 
with the Adminiſtration of his Sacraments, and the 
Gift of Healing. He gave them Authority even to 
tread. upon Scorpions, the very Demons themſelves, and 
over all the Power of the Enemy. Their Perſons, he 
taught, were to be efteem'd venerable in every Place of 
their Abode. He would have them reverenc id as the 
Diſciples of himſelf, their Lord and Maſter. He ac- 
counted the Reception of theſe his little ones, as the re- 
caving of himſelf ; all Honours pay'd to them, as pay'd 


t bimſelf ;, and all Wrongs and Inuries that they ſhould 


ufer 


N 
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in the leaſt offend them, even worſe than befel the un. 
Happy People of Sodom and Gomorrah, g. 

On the contrary , aſſigning the greateſt Re- 
wards to. thoſe that ſhould entertain them, tho 
even with but a Cup of cold Vater for bis Name Sake. _ 
This was the State of the Church, while our 
Saviour was upon the Earth; and this every one 
muſt allow, if the oth, 18th, and ioth Chapters 


of St. Matthew and St. Luke, be held as Goſpel. 


Now, this Diſcipline of the Church, after our 8a. 
viour's Aſcenſion, we find carefully preſerv'd by 
the Apoſtles; who having firfFfilld up the Place 


of Judas the Apoſtate, fet themſelves with all their 


Vigour to purſue this Scheme which their Maſter 
left them, in appointing and ordaining, by the 
_ © laying on of Hands, ſuch Governors or Bithops a- 
monelt the proſelyted Fews and Heathens, as were 
fit, by their Holineſs and Ability, to ordain 
their Succeſſors, and other Elders and- Miniſters 


in every City where they preſided for inſtructing 
the new Converts, and converting others to the 


Faith in Jeſus. „ Wo, 5 
This we find to be the Apoſtles Care of the 


Churches, almoſt all over his reſpective Epiſtles; 
but eſpecially in thoſe two large Letters to the 


Crinthians, and in the two leſs to Timothy and Ti- 
tus, Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete. ; 


/ 


Converts we read were made daily in every Ct- 


ty, where the Apoſtles came; and that in ſuch 
_ prodigious Numbers, as 2000 at one Sermon of St. 


Peter's. It was therefore neceſſary as well to ſup- 
ply their Mortality, as their Abſence, (they not 


abiding conſtantly on the Spot, perſonally. to a- 
verſee and govern thoſe whom they had converted) 
that they ſhould delegate and appoint ſuch holy * 
Men for theſe Purpoſes, by Impoſition of Hands, 


with 


ſuffer in the Diſcharge of their Office, he took as done to 
himſelf; pronouncing ſad Woe to them who ſhould | 


with Power alſo to ordain Elders, who were faith - 
fel and good Men, for the propagating the Chriſtian 


To prove this, I ſhall make choice of two or three 
notable Paſſages out of the Epiſtles of the great dt. 
pub which muſt undeniably evince the Order, Suc- 
aalſon, and Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſthood. = 
And firſt for their Order: The Paſſage that I 


” 


2 


hall quote for this, is out of the Hebrews 5. 4. I. 14. 
which clearly demonſtrate, that the Miniſters of 
Chriſt muſt be a diſtinct Order of Men; for the A- 
poſtle ſays, No Man taketh this Honour of Miniſtring 
for Men in Things pertaining to God unto bimſelf, but he 
that is call d of God, as was Aaron; that is, (as the beſt 
Comments upon theſe Words explain them) ' as 
the Prieſts and Levites under the Inſtitution of Moſes ; 
{ the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, and other Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, muſt be under the Inſtitution 
„%%% . - .-: ö 
The ſecond Paſſage I quote, will prove their Suce- 
con. It is the Apoſtle's Command to Timothy and 
Titus, Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete, Tit. 1. 5. 1 Tim. 
5. 22. 2 Tim. 2. 2. I ſhall lay open theſe Places 
to one View, that the Senſe may the more eaſily ap- 
pear. Ordain Elders in every City; and the Things that 
thou ha'ſt beard of the Apoſtles, the ſame commit to faitb- 
ful Men, who ſhall teach others alſo. Lay Hands ſudden- 
hon no Man, St. Paul here commiſſions Titus in 85 
neral to exerciſe his Epiſcopal Authority, by Or- 
dering of Mimſters in every City of bis Dioceſs. 
But to Timothy he is more particular, where he en- 
joins him to tranſmit the Things, or the Diſcipline 
that he had receiv'd from the Apoſtles, (as an Au- 
thor of great Note expounds it) and that he 
ſhould carefully Hand down theſe Things to his 
ducceſſors to faithful Men, who ſhould be able to 
teach others the ſame Diſcipline. And for the good 
Management of ſo great a truſt committed to Wy, 
20 ö a 


the 1 Cor. 1. 2. where the Apoſtle teaches us, 


4 Wy EE 
the Apoſtle warns him-to take great Heed in ma. 
king choice of fuch Perſons, that he of his own 
Knowledge, or by the good Report of others, ſhould 
think fit and able for ſo great an Undertaking, 
Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. | 


The third Place that I quot e you, will ſuffici- 
ently prove the Dignity of our Office. It is out of 


That thoſe who have receiv d this Miniſtry, are to be ac- 
counted of as the Stewards of the Myſteries ef God; 
which muft certainly be an Office as far exceeding 
all ſecular Employ ments, as the Heavens are above 
the Earth, or the Affairs of God are above the Af- 
fairs of the World. V 
It was this Thought that probably led the great 
Apoſtle whom I have quoted, ſo to magnify and ex- 
tol his Office, tho* by ſome carnal Minds he knew 
he was accounted but as a Fool for glorying. © 

It appears then from theſe Places that I have 
mention'd ; and from innumerable others that 1 
have not time to mention, it may appear, that 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and the Elders and 
Miniſters who have been ordain'd in every City by 


them and their Succeſſors, from the Beginning of 


Chriſtianity, down to this very Day, are, and have 
been ſet apart from the reſt of the faithful of 


_ Chriſt's Church, by the Authority and Appoint- 


ment of Feſus Chriſt, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and to ſet forward the Salvation of all Men. 
| Now if theſe Things were not ſo, if the Commiſſi- 
onof your Miniſters were not from above,they ought 
indeed to be treated, (as ſome Men would have them 
treated) as a Pack of Deceivers and Impoſtors, and 
that of the worſt Sort too, by pretending that they 
have a proper Power to reprove you for your Vices, 


to correct you for your Errors, and to ſcore you out 
Rules for living, when they have no Commiſſion ot 
Authority to ſhew for it. If theſe Things were ſo, 

$55 N 1 . 5 — we 


der thoſe Rules ar t 
his Apoſtles, by his Order and Inſpiration, have 


to obſerve and execute. 


ve indeed ſhould preach our ſelves, and not Telus 
Chriſt, who hath given us no ſuch Authority: But 


you ſee plainly to the contrary ; you ſee plainly, I 


ſay, that we are bound by the Laws of God, not to 
betray our Calling, which in Truth is the Truſt and 


of God has committed to our Charge, by ſhewing 


and minding you of the Ways of Salvation, by a 
diligent, faithful, and conſcientious Execution of 


our Offices under thoſe ſeveral Branches and Rules of : 


- 5 4 


* 


Doty, that our Maſter Feſus,and his Apoſtles, have 
e ee AF \ 


For Send, We are to preach Jeſus Chriſt un- 
s and Branches of Duty, that he and 


commanded us to obſerve and execute. | 


Were theſe Rules of the Duty of your Miniſters, 
but truly and faithfully laid before you, I will be 


bold to ſay, That you would rather thank us for our 
Honeſty to your Souls, than upbraid us with 


preaching of our ſelves; for by this Means, you 


7 n 


would be of the ſame Opinion of the Apoſtle him- 


lf; that we are they that muſt watch for your Soul, 


as they that muſt give an Account; and that we may 


do it with Foy, and not with Grief, you will not call 
theſe following Rules of Duty, which the Holy 
Scriptures enjoin upon your Miniſters to obſerve, 
upon Pain of their own Damnation, any preach- ' 
ing of themſelves, but rather an upright and pri- 


mitive Diſcharge of their Miniſtry, that they may, 
with the more Authority, and better Influence up- 


on your Minds, preach the Divine Precepts of the 
Holy Feſus and his Apoſtles, wha have given your - 
Miniſters theſe following Duties, as in Commuthon, 


- + 4 


And firft then, If we preach not our ſe elves,. but Je- 


ſus the Lord, we muſt be faithful Stewards to that 
Ereat Truſt that our Maſter has committed to us, 


i. e. 


; B 2 


Goſpel, even ſo we are to ſpeak, not as pleaſing Mey, 


deluded to their own Perdition ? 


AS ©, RR 
1. e. as we are allow'd to be put in Truſt with the 


but God who tries our Hearts. „„ 

He has honour'd us with being the Expoſitors of 
his Laws; we are therefore to ſee that we inter- 
pret them according to his Will. We are not to 
pervert and wiredraw the Meaning of his Word 


and Goſpel, to compliment the vile Affections of 


ſinful Men, but to fetch no other Senſe from them, 
than what we know in our own Conſciences is ſuit- 


| able to the Will and Intention of its Great Au. 


+ The Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus is an ineſtims 
ble Treaſure, and we who are his Miniſters, are 


appointed by our Maſter to be the Guardians and 
Stewards of it. Therefore, ſays the Apoltle, 'Ty 
requir d of Stewards that a Man be found faithful, 1 
Lara 2. 1 0 5 

ys he Word faithful there, is to be underſtood true 
and juſt, as it ſtands oppos'd to Falſhood and In- 
juſtice; ſo the Prophet Jeremy, He that bath my 
Word, faith the Lord, let him ſpeak my Word faith- 
fully; or, as the Hebrew denotes it, truly, Jer. 23. 28, 


As a Temporal Steward cannot be reputed faith 
ful to his Lord, if he has falſify'd his Accounts, 
or embezil'd or miſapply'd his Eſtate; ſo we who. 


are the Stewards of the true Riches, the invalua- 


dle Goſpel of our Lord and Maſter, if we miſap- 


ply its Revenues, and ſquander away its Income, 
what a wretched Account ſhall we give of our 
Stewardſhip ? That is, to ſpeak out of the Meta- 


phor, If we that are your Miniſters, for the Sake 
of any Worldly Good, either of Honour, Riches, 


or Preterment ; nay, for Temporal Safety, ſhould 


pervert, miſconſtrue, or miſapply any Paſſage or 
Precept of the Goſpel, what a wretched Account 


ſhall we give of the Souls of Men whom we have 


Ther efore, 5 


handling the Word of God deceit fully, but by 


; Therefore, my Brethren, you ſee it is our Du- 
ty, under this Head, to teach you faithfully, not 


fation of the Truth, commending our ſelves W every 
Man's Conſcience, We are not to bring down the holy 
Scriptures to Mens Conſciences, but rather to bring 


their Conſciences up to the holy Scriptures, that 


we may convince and reform them, by the ſtand- 
ing Oracles of eternal Truth. Neither at any 
Time are we to uſe flattering Words, nor to make 
God's Laws a Cloak for our Covetouſneſs, nor to 
ſeek Glory of Men. For we preach not our ſelves, but 
Jeſus the Lord, and our, c. „ 


* 


A ſecond Branch of our Duty, is, to ſet you 2 


good Example of our own ; Being Enſamples to the 


Flock, that when the chief Shepherd ſpall come, we may 
receive a Crown of Glory, 1 Pet. 5. 4. We are not 
only to preach you ſound Doctrine, but to live up 
to our Doctrine; nay, to ſuffer for it, if the Will 
of God be ſo, that we may convince you how hear- 


tily we believe the Doctrines we teach you. A 


good Example muſt perſwade, when all ot her Ar- 


guments fail. Therefore the Apoſtle councils Titus, 


in all Things, to ſhew a Pattern of good Works in 


Doctrine, ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, 
ſound Speech, that cannot be condemn'd, that be which 
11 of the contrary Part may be aſbam d, having no Evil 


to ſay of you, Tit. 2. 7, 8. 


The Apoſtle here doth not in the leaſt denote, 
that the Miniſters of Chriſt are to be blam'd, if 
they cannot eſcape the evil Reports of Men; for 
he himſelf well knew the Weight of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and that he could not diſcharge this Office 
faithfully, without the Ch-quer-Work of evil Re- 


port and good Report; nay, our Saviour himſelf 


had an Eye to this, when, by the Treatment he 

receiv d for reproving Hypocrites, he ſaith unto 

bis Diſciples, Foe be to you, when all Men ſpeak 9 : 
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you As much as if he had ſaid, Woe be to yay, 
If you neglect your Duty, by not reproving where 
R eproof is due, for fear of Mea, and the Evil they 


"ſhall y of you. It is an infallible Token of Re. 
miſſneſs in Duty, where your Miniſters carry of 
the Character of an eaſy moderate Sort of a Man, 


(as they ſay.) This is one of the falſe Colours of 


Satan, whereby he either allures or affrights us from 


£4 
- 


our Duty. 
Therefore by what the Apoſtle means by Mex ha- 
ving no Evil to ſay of you, they may be aſham'd, is, as 


he explains it in another Place, having no rel 
Evil to ſay of you, they may be aſham'd that 


falſely accuſe your good Converſation. For it i; 


"better that ye ſuffer for well doing, than for evil dong, 
77 TT OE TT TE IR 
A third Branch of our Commiſſion, is, to preach 
Jon the real Doftrines of Peace. What I mean by 
the real Doctrines of Peace, are ſuch Doctrines as 


in their own Nature tend to eſtabliſh it. As the 


Doctrine of Charity towards our Neighbours, U- 
nity in Religion, and Obedience to Superiors. 
For to give Succeſs to the firſt, and that is, Cha- 
rity to our Neighbours; in their Wants we are to 
relieve them with our Subſtance; in Alfflictions, 
with our Counſel and Advice; and to do all the 
Good we can to one another, both in' Body and 
Soul: And that an univerfal Charity may ſpread 


and extend it ſelf amongſt Men, every Soul in par- 


ticular 1s to endeavour after thoſe Things that ſhall 
make for Peace. And to this End, a good Under- 
ſtanding is to be kept up and cheriſh'd by us; 
- whoever ſhall break this Band, ought to be diſ- 
countenanc'd, and look'd upon as a common Ene- 
my. Therefore we are to mark out, and avoid all 


- ſach as ſack in Slander, are greedy of Calumoy, 


and feed upon Scandal; we are to expoſe fuch 


 Make-baits as theſe in their proper Colours, black 
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1 „ . 
ic they are, to the publick View, as Incendiaries 
and publick Diſturbers to the ſettled Quiet of Man- 
kind, whether in the State, or in Neighbourhoods 
or Families, and leſſer Societies of Men. 
For the ſecond, and that is, Unity in Religion, 
gt. Paul tells us there muſt be Herefies and Schiſms 
mong Men, that they which are approv d, may be made 
nanifeft ; but Woe be to them by whom theſe Of- 


= & 


fences come. We are therefore to fet out the Dan- 


ger of Schiſm by proper Arguments, inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, endeavouring to keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
For the third, and that is, Obedience to Supe- 
riors, in this, we are to put you frequently in Mind 
to yield Suhj ection to all that are in Authority; to the 
Prince as ſupream, and to all Governors, Parents, Pa- 
fors, and Maſters, whether Natural, Spiritual, or Ci- 
vl, that Men may ſtudy to be quiet, and do their own 
Bufmeſs ; and, if poſſibly, to live peaceably with all © 


Charity to our Neighboyrs, Unity in Religion, 


and Obedience to Superiors, is the very Cement 


and Bond of Peace; and whatever other Doctrines 
Men may teach of Peace, that are not founded up- 
on theſe Principles of Peace, I will preſume to ſay, 
it 18 a preaching of Peace, where there is no Peace: 
Tis an hypocritical Way for deſigning Perſons to 
embroil and wage War with the Shews of Peace, 
and under the Standard of Union. * 
The Enemies of Peace, are Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
and Rebellion; and however Men may cover theſe 
wicked Principles, by godly and demure Pretences 


to Charity, God will not be mock'd ; neither will 


Men that can form any Judgment of Things, be 
put upon at this Rate. It is juſt as if a Man, 
While he argues for the Unlawfulneſs of Duelling, 
ſhould draw his Sword, and ſtab his Adverſary, 
to ſhew his Hatred to Bloodſhed, . 
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| A fourth Branch of our Duty, is diſcreet and 
impartial Reproof, This is a great Duty -that 


your Miniſters are entruſted with, and ought to he 
prudently manag'd. The ſame Meaſure of Reproof 


that is ſuitable to one Perſon, ſhall not be propor · 
tionable to another, tho labouring under the 2 
Diſtemper of Mind. We are therefore to conſult 


the Temper and Diſpoſitions of the Perſons to be 
reprov d, leſt we apply corroſive Medicines, where 


Lenit ives would do better; or, on the contrary- 


Our Reproofs are to be made up according to the 
Sex, Age, and Condition of our Patients, and the 
Quantity of it is to be duly regulated by the Cir- 
cumſtances of Manner, Perſon, Time, and Place, 


that we give no Offence in any Thing, leaft the 
Miniſtry be blam'd, and leaſt we ſhould hinder the Go: 


pel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 3, 4. But I had like to 


have forgot one Thing we are to take Care above 
all, that our Reproof be ſound, and agreeable to 


the Word of God ; for all Scripture being givenby 


Inſpiration, is uſeful for Correction and Reproof. 
Therefore we are to temper ſuch ſharp Medicines 
as theſe, as often as we have Occaſion for them, 


with the Mildneſs of the Goſpel: And as oft as 
we have Occaſion for them, we muſt be ſure to 


uſe them; for we muſt not ſuffer any of our Flock 


to die under the Contagion of a vicious Humour, 
when we can diſcharge it by wholeſome Applicatr 


ons; neither muſt we fear diſpleaſing them. 


Phy ſick is ſometimes neceſſary, tho' diſtaſtful; and 


therefore we muſt give it them, tho' it goes down 

never ſo ungratefully. Ve are to exbort and rebuke, 
_ ©. ſays St. Paul, with all Boldneſs and Authority. And 
if their Diſeaſe be deſperate, we are, by the ſame 


Apoſtle's Advice, to rebuke them ſharply. that they 


may be ſound in the Faith, Tit. 1. 10, 11. And as 


our Reproofs muſt be wholeſome, made up with the 
Ingredients of ſound Doctrine, ſo muſt they be ad. 
| | 5 „3 11 tainiſter'd 
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of. Faith, which is contrary to Scenſe, as the Papiſt 
Tranſubſtanti ation; or what is contrary to Rea- 


ſon, as the Sectarian Doctrines of Election and 


Grace, which oppoſeth the very Notion of a Dei- 


ty, by making him tranſact with Mankind, as the 
Author of Evil, and thwarts the very Nature of 


his infinite Goodneſs and Juſtice. We are to teach 
for the Objects of Faith, {auch as theſe: The Being 


and Attributes of God; the Divinity, Incarnati- 
on, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus; the Perſonality of the holy Ghoſt; and the 


Subſiſtency of theſe three Perſons in one common 


Nature of the God-head ; which, tho' they are a- 


boye our Reaſons, they cannot be properly ſaid to 
claſh with, or contradi& them. \ , 


In Matters of Practice, we are to clear up the 
Notices of Good and Evil; of Truth and Error, and 


to teach you, that no Faith can be juſtifying, une 
leſs ſanctify d by Repentance from dead Works, as 


the Fruits and Effects of a ſaving Faith; and there- 
fore Repentance we are frequently to inculcate, as 


it rightly conſiſts in Conviction, Contrition, and 
Amendment of Life. But above all, we are to ac- 


quaint you with the Danger of delaying Repen- 
tance to old Age, a Fit of Sickneſs, or a Deathbed. 


Weare to broach no novel Doctrines of Repentance, 
worſe than Popery it ſelf, that ſhall flatter Men in 


their Inzquity, to uſe no Colours or Garniture in 


our Sermons, to court the Favour of Great, Men, 


d to advance our own Fortunes, Our Exhorta- 
e 3 [+ ; tion 
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'miniſter'd impartially ; Ve are to obſerve theſe Things, 
yithout preferring one before another, making no Die- 
reuce, doing nothing by Partiality, 1 Tim. 5. 117. 
4 fifth Branch of our Commiſſion, is, to ſpeak 
the Things that become ſound Doctrine, whetlier 
in Matters of Faith or Practice. In Matters of 
Faith we are to be as clear as the Revelations of 
them will admit, teaching nothing for the Objects 


1 


tion is not be Deceit, nor in Guile, but to deſcribe 
the true unſophiſticated Difference betwixt Vice 


and Vertue. The Prieſts ſhall teach the People, ſays 
the Prophet, the Difference between the Holy and Pro- 
phane, to cauſe them to diſcern between the Clean aud 


the Unclean, Ezek. 44. 3. Ve, if ve preach not our 


ſelves, but Jeſus the Lo, are to exhort and charge 
every one of you, from the Higheſt to the Lowell, 
(as a Father doth bis Children) that you would 
walk worthy of God, who has call d us unto his King- 


dom of Glory. 5 


A ſixth Branch of our Commiſſion, is, to be no 
Time: ſervers. We are to preach the Word, to be inſtant 
in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 3 

That is, let the Occaſion be never ſo dangerous, 
let the Times be never ſo corrupted, we are to be 
inſtant in ſound Doctrine, to reprove and rebuke 
with all Authority, confirming the Souls of Men, 


and exhorting them to continue firm in the Faith, 


and ſincere in the Obedience to the Precepts of the 
holy Jeſus. Let Popery, let Rebellion, or Atheiſm, 


or any Thing as bad be in Faſhion; let them be 
_.countenanc'd by Great Men; let them be the Cu- 


ſtom of long Practice and large Companies; yet, 
if we preach the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, we are 
not to ſuffer his Faith and his Laws to be depravd 
and repeal'd, by wearing our ſelves the Badge and 
Livery of a corrupted Age. We are rather to 
ſtand in the Gap, and bear up againſt the Torrent; 


and if we cannot ſtem it, like the brave primitive 


Chriſtians, with no other Reſiſtance than ſtrong 


Cryings and Tears, we are to periſh in the Inun- 


dation. = 35 
The Doctrines of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
are always ſeaſonable; and never more ſo, than 


v hen ſuperſeded by the Maxims of the Multitude. . 


Would it not be a very ſtrange Thing ſhould the 
College of Phyſicians be ſpending their whole Tum 


5 


ow 
in preſcribing for the Ague, when the Plague at 
the ſame Time is raging amongſt their Patients? 
As ſtrange would it be, ſhould the Miniſters of 
Chriſt's-Church be preaching down the little Infir- 
mities of human Nature, when at the ſame Time, 
Religion ſhould be ready to expire under the Con- 
tagion of ſome Venomous Diſeaſe, No, upon 
theſe occaſions it is the Duty of your Miniſters ac. 
cording to God's Word, to Cry aloud and ſpare not, 
to lift up their Voice like a Trumpet, to fhew Iſrael of 
their tranſgreſion, and the Houſe of Facob their Sins, 
We are to ſpeak the words of God to them, whether they 
vill bear, or whether they would forbear, by precept upon 
precept, Line upon Line, here a Little and their a Little. 
Ezek. 2. 7. Iſaiah 28. 10. 25 

A Laſt branch of our Commiſſion is rightly and | 
duly to adminiſter God's Holy Sacraments. For, > 
the Firſt that we give an Account and expound 
the Nature of Infant Baptiſm, demonſtrating the 
Contrary to be Novel, and Unwarrantable from 
the many undeniable Arguments we have from the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians; from the Light of 
the Holy Scripures; from the Cuſtoms of the cw; 
and from the very Nature of Baptiſm it Self. For, 
Ihe Second, That we rightly and duely admi- 
niſter the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt; this being the very Top of our Devotion, 
the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Performance of the 
Chriſtian Church; the bigheſt Priviledge it gan be 
admitted to, in Imitation of the Patterns above, 
and of the greateſt Sacrifice that ever: was offer d 
for the Children of Men; even the propitiatory 
Sacrifice of Jeſus our Lord. Wehjs Miniſters, who, 
are dignify d with the ſolemnizing af this his. ine-. 
{timable Bleſhog, this his chiefeſt Pledge ; and if I, 
might ſay it without Offence, with this the broad-. 
& Seal of our Commiſſion, are to take Care, as 
we ſhall anſwer it to the eternal Majeſty of Hea- 
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ven, how we diſpoſe of it, and for what Uſes we 


diſpence with it; whether we give it, as it is 75 
ly deſign'd, to true and holy Penitents, for the 


Confirmation of Pardon to their paſt Sins, and to 


the repairing the Breaches of their Baptiſmal 
Vow and Covenant; or whether, thro' the Fear of 


Temporal Evil, we proſtitute it to raſn, wilful, and 


unrepenting Sinners; or through the Hopes of Tem- 


poral Advancements, give the Childrens Bread to 
Dogs and Mammoniſts: To ſerve the Occaſions 


of the World, changing this divine Sacrament in- 
to an unholy Thing, prophaning it to the Abuſes 


of Hypocrites, making it a Property to Faction, 
a ſeſt to Atheiſm, and the pitiful Salvo for all He- 


reſy, Schiſm, and Irreligion. Good God! what an 


horrid Abuſe is this of thy divine Myſteries! Let 


them look to it, that dare prophane them. It lies 
at their Doors. As for my Part I take this Opportu · 
nit y ſolemnly to declare, (and I believe Jam in the 
Company of many hundred honeſt and religious 


Clergy) I would not knowingly and wilfully ad- 


miniſter the holy Communion to any Occaſional 


Worldling, throngh the Fears of the moſt bitter 


Perſecution, or for the Hopes of the moſt ſhining 


Preferment. No, if we preach not our ſelves, but 


ate faithful Stewards'to our bleſſed Lord's moſt ho- 
ly Inſtitution, we are thus to let you know, our 
Maſter's Will ; or rather onght we not to follow 


the Pattern of Diſcipline that he left his Church, 


when, covetous Jews | progan'd the Temple of Lis 
- Father, by making Merchandize of Sacrifices and 


ObBtions, he overthrew their Money-Tables, and, 


* 


the Seats of them that ſold Doves, driving them 


out, and ſaying, My Houſe Pall be called the Houſe 


of Prager, but ye have male it a, Dey of fifa, Mat 


21. 12, 1 
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If then our Saviour thus cenſur'd the Prophanation of the 


ſewiſh Sacrifice, and the villifying the Temple of his Father 


how ought his Miniſters, who doubtleſs. are to take him for 


the moſt perfect Pattern of Diſcipline, to drive out and cen- 
ſure thoſe who dare not only to prophane the Temple, but the 
Altar, and the Memorials of that precious Sacrifice upon the 


Altar; that propitiatory Sacrifice that ranſom'd and redeem- 
ef Mankind from the Guilt of original Sin, and the juſt Pu- 


nifbment due to it of eternal Damnation? | 


I have now run over ſome of the moſt important Branches 


of Duty which our Saviour hath committed to your Miniſters. - 


If there be any Objections that can be made againſt theſe 
Things, I refer you to the holy Scriptutes for an Anſwer. The 


% 


holy Scriptures are quick and piercing, like any two-ede'd 


ord, and there is no flanding againſt the Truth, -- 5 
We are therefore, in the laſt Place, to keep and obſerve theſe 


Duties; we are to preach no other Dectrines than what we have 


receiv'd from the Word of God. Theſe Duties of your Mini- 
ſters, you ſee plainly are contain'd in them. I have fetch'd 
them from the Fountain of eternal Truth; you ſee what a 


veighty Office we have: You muſt be ſenſible; I am affur'd© 
ycu muſt be ſenſible, that if we diligently and faithfully diſ- 


charge” this great Commiſſion which I have now open'd to 
lou, you mult acquit us of preaching our ſelves. For having 


this Miniſtry given unto us, we mult wait on our Miniſtring; 
ve are ſet a- part from the reſt of the Faithful, to teach the 


Ways of Truth and Godlineſs.; nay, as the Oracles of God, 


25 the Apoſtle hath ir, zo preach to you the Kingdom of Heaven, 


and the Things concerning the Lord Fsſus, with all Confidence. 
end Bolineſs, © „ „ bp 
For we preach not our ſelves, but are Workers together with 


tim, by the Authority of ſound Doctrine, by Keproof and 
Correction in Righteouſneſs, to convince and reclaim you, that 
you receive not the Grace of God in vain. Pardon me this 
great Vehemence in preſſing theſe Things to you: But TI know 


you'll pardon me; in Charity you muſt, when you ſhall re- 
fect on the bitter Wees, and that Meaſure of divine Wrath. 
that muſt overtake thoſe of your Miniſters, who ſer eaſy to 


tieſe Duties. Woe be to the Shepherds, ſays the Prophet, that” 
feed not the Flock, that have not ſtrengthen'd the Diſans'd, nei- 


ther head that which was lick. Woe be to the Triefts that have 


violated ny Laws, and have prophan d my holy Things, Ezzk, . 


— 


- 5 1 


Lam almoſt perſwaded that all of you that hear me this 
Day, if you believe the Word of God to be true, will not dn- 1 
ly hereafter be more forward to receive the Inſtructions and 
Admonit ions of your Miniſters, but will alſo condemn _ h 
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veg. Therefore we beſeech you ſays the Apoſtle, To know 


Ce) 


that ſhall either terrify or allure us from thefe neceſſary Du 


ties; and that as well for the Sake of your own eternal Wel. 
fare, as out of Pity to ours. 


Hear what God Almighty ſayerh both unto us and you by 
his Prophet, Ezek. 3. 17,18,19. The Words are th'ſe; Whey [ 
fay to the Wicked he ſhall ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not 


warning, nor ſpeakeft to warn the wicked Mmm from hu vic- 


ked Way, to ſave hs Life; the fame wicked Man ſhall die in 
hi Iniquity, but hu Blood will I require at hs Hands. Tet, if 


thou warn the wicked Mm, and he turn not from his Viel- 
 edneſs, be ſhall die in his Iniquity, but thou haſt deliver d thy 
Soul. The Words are fo plain, that I ſhall leave them upon 


your Cunſciences, without any Comment upon them. 
Give me Leave now, according ro my Promiſe, to make 


ſome ſhort Applications of theſe Things, both to my ſelf 


and you. 


And firſt then to your ſelves ; and here I beſeech you to. 


conſider once more the weighty Office of your Miniſters ; 


if not for their Sakes, yet for the Benefit of your own $al- 
vation. The Doctrines that we are authoriz'd to Preach, are 


plainly contain'd in the Word of Go1, and are ſuch as are 


worthy of him, and likely to proceed from him, and tend to 


the Good and Happineſs of you all, to make you really het. 


ter, and to qualify you for that Happineſs which God hath pro- 
mis'd all holy Souls. The Doctrines I have taught you all the 


while I have been your Miniſter, are ſuch; and, I appeal to 
your Conſciences, nay, to the great God, rrhg is infinitely a 
better Judge of my Heart, whether I have preach'd any other 
Doctrines. Such as I have receiv'd from my great Maſter, 


ſuch I have given unto you: And being now I am to fee your 
' Faces no more as your Miniſter, I thought it was my Duty to 


collect them in one View, that what I have faid to you at a. 
ny Time in private, or preach'd to you out of the Pulpit, may 
be left the deeper upon your Conſciences. Pray receive them; 
treaſure them up in your Hearts; receive them, if not for ny 
Sake, yet for Jeſus Sake, nay, for your cwn Sakes; for they 
will encourage you to continue ſtedfaſt in the Truth and Pra- 
ctice of your holy Religion, to hold faſt your Faith without 


wavering, and for all this to bring you to Chriſt's Kingdom | 


a Glory. : i . 8 
Give me leave to put you in remembrance of one Thing more 


under this Head, and that is to behave your ſelves well to the 


Miniſter that ſhall ſucceed me ; for we are thoſe who are 


Appointed to ſerve you for the beſt and nobleſt Purpoſes, your 
immortal Souls, and are Ambaſſadors and Stewards of Chrif, 


to tranſaqt and negotiate with you about the buſineſs of Hea- 


then, 


„n 
them that are over you , that labour among you, and Admoniſy 
zou, and eſteem very highly for their Work's ſake : But pray 
Conſider, That tho? we are of ſo high a Calling, yet we carry 
this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſols, we are ſubject to the ſame 
Infirmities of other Men, and. able to like paſſions with you 
and therefore ſhould you diſcountenance, deſpiſe, and perſecute 
your Miniſters for doing their Duties, they may be. apt to 
link under them in Compliance to your Luſts, and for fear of 


worldly Exils. And this is very probable, for no doubt ot, 


your Miniſlers are as ſenſible. of Eaſe and a comfortable Way 
of Living as your ſelves ; and thoſe of us who are affected 
with too great a Senſe of Eaſe, may not be overfond to quit 
it, and turn Confeſſors for their Duty, But ſhould your Mi- 
niſters that they might live eaſily among you, flatter you in 
your Sins for fear of the Miſchief you will make them; 
ſhould they make a Compliment of the Goſpel of the Holy 
Jeſus to your Carnal Aﬀe4ions 5 ſhould zhey : propheſy ta you 
according to your own vain, Hearts; ſhould they ſpeak to you 
ſmooth Things, and propheſy Deceits for fear of you. Whar 
a wretched Account will be given both by them and you, at the 
Day of Judgment? They for betraying your Souls; and you 
Mie twat 7, ES 2 „„ 
I ould before this Time have put a Period to my Di- 
courſe, which is the Longeſt that ever I made in my Life; 
but being unwilling to keep back any Thing that is profita- 
Le for you, eſpecially now I am to leave you, I have the 
cod Hopes to think that you will count the Length of my. 
Lemon the only Fault of it. | 1 
N I am now to addreſs my ſelf to you, that have been my. 
Z peculjay Charge. Th „ ; 8 EE > 
; And I think I can do it in Words, very near the Apoſtles, 
Jou may remember that for above the Space of three Years, 
I have not ceas'd to warn you Night and Day, I have not 
' WW hun'd, to declare unto you all the Council of God. „ 
5 You know that from the firit Day that I was your Miniſter, 
ater what Manner I have been with you at all Seaſons, where— 
bor I rake you to record this Day, whether you can accuſe 
Ne of either falſ: Doctrine, a vicious Life, or an immoral 
t we. N : 1 
Indeed it has been my Lot to be no little $fferer among 
ou, and tho? many temptations have befallen me by the lay- 
ing in wait of thoſe who for no. Cauſe have been my Enemies; 
Jer, I bleſs God, he has not ſuffer'd me to be tempred beyond 
my Ability, or has there any Temptations befallen me, but 
What are common to Men of my Profeſſion. However, the 
Senſe that I have of my own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, if 
ite providence of God did nor, is enough to tell me, that God 
| : - 8 Almiabty 


A 
* 


24 by „ MET: WY Me, 3 5 "ihr a "will fit 
7 Jr JW nts has, aſſiſied me in the whole Toure en kur 
bles. * Mr * 128 8 2 8 
Iſhall not here tire out Gur Patiencs by repeating the Nas 
and Cauſcs:of tny-Aﬀflictons, , neither is it pio er- | 
flacted Tlace, I heartily forgive them for my "own 5 — 
e do Commend them to God Almighty, who judgeth gh, 
5555 2 None of theſe Things'move me, neither count I m 7 
EL, * | dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might” fuß ny Courſe pit 
„„ , Joy, and the Miniſtry which T have receid fron the' Lo 
| 2. fir ang 
WE one Thing L cannot, I. muſt not paſs over, "belhg tyay 
bonds of Duty and Gratitude, to Remember it, art 
2 to forget it. The Multitude: of kindneſſes that Thi 
-recriv'd from many Neigblouring Families, - and br ern 0 d 
- theſe Parts. To whofe Chriſtian beneficence and Charity Foy 
the greatell ſhare of Comfort in this Ilace. I have been t i 
into their Friendſbips; been fed by them at their Tables 
been ſupply'd by them in my Neteſſties : Nay, I muſt Juſt 
- Tay, having no Fortune of my own, they have for the SPao 
;of a whole Year; Actuaily kept me from Starving, . - 
May my, blefſed Maſter the Holy Jeſus bleſs and reward the 
for it, -who becauſe they have dove: theſe good Things to me 
tho? one of the meaneſt and vileſt of hits Servants, he vi | 
take them as done unto himſelf, © 
I fhall not now keep you any lots but tek my abs 
- you and difmils you with theie Apoftglical Provepts, I din 
them to you that have been my Charge in particutar, and f 
every Sul here in General. Remember thew that have th 
' Rule over you inthe Lord, who have ſpoken unto you the Von 
, God, whoſe faith follow, conf iderinig the' End =_— their 52 
| werſation. | e, 
Let your. Love be without Diff laren. TLobs ge one ans 
ther 1 in Word, neither in 7 onguz; ut indeed and in Truth,” & K 
zhat ye Love gne another with a pure Heart fervently, and vit 
Love eg and the race of ot Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, whid 
conſiſts in a found Faith, and a pure Conſcltatupyt be 0 
Protect and 5 you for ever aud ever. An. „„ 
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